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(d) The Director, National Vessel 
Documentation Center has final au-
thority to settle disputes as to the pro-
priety of the hailing port designated. 

(e) Until such time as the vessel 
owner elects to designate a new hailing 
port, the provisions of paragraph (c) of 
this section do not apply to vessels 
which were issued a Certificate of Doc-
umentation before July 1, 1982. 

[CGD 89–007, CGD 89–007a, 58 FR 60266, Nov. 
15, 1993, as amended by CGD 95–014, 60 FR 
31604, June 15, 1995; USCG–1998–4442, 63 FR 
52191, Sept. 30, 1998] 

Subpart I—Marking Requirements 
for Vessel Documentation 

§ 67.120 General requirement. 
No Certificate of Documentation 

issued under this part will be deemed 
valid for operation of the vessel until 
the vessel is marked in accordance 
with this subpart. 

§ 67.121 Official number marking re-
quirement. 

The official number of the vessel, 
preceded by the abbreviation ‘‘NO.’’ 
must be marked in block-type Arabic 
numerals not less than three inches in 
height on some clearly visible interior 
structural part of the hull. The number 
must be permanently affixed to the 
vessel so that alteration, removal, or 
replacement would be obvious. If the 
official number is on a separate plate, 
the plate must be fastened in such a 
manner that its removal would nor-
mally cause some scarring of or dam-
age to the surrounding hull area. 

§ 67.123 Name and hailing port mark-
ing requirements. 

(a) For vessels other than those cov-
ered in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this 
section, the name of the vessel must be 
marked on some clearly visible exte-
rior part of the port and starboard bow 
and the stern of the vessel. The hailing 
port of the vessel must be marked on 
some clearly visible exterior part of 
the stern of the vessel. 

(b) Vessels with square bow. For ves-
sels having a square bow, the name of 
the vessel must be marked on some 
clearly visible exterior part of the bow 
in a manner to avoid obliteration. The 
name and hailing port must be marked 

on some clearly visible exterior part of 
the stern. 

(c) Recreational vessels. For vessels 
documented exclusively for recreation, 
the name and hailing port must be 
marked together on some clearly visi-
ble exterior part of the hull. 

(d) The markings required by para-
graphs (a), (b), and (c) of this section, 
which may be made by the use of any 
means and materials which result in 
durable markings, must be made in 
clearly legible letters of the Latin al-
phabet or Arabic or Roman numerals 
not less than four inches in height. 

§ 67.125 Disputes. 

The OCMI for the zone in which the 
vessel is principally operated has final 
authority in any disputes concerning 
the permanence, durability, legibility, 
or placement of a vessel’s markings. 

Subpart J—Application for Special 
Qualifications for Vessel Doc-
umentation 

§ 67.130 Submission of applications. 

All applications made under this sub-
part and all subsequent filings to effect 
documentation, except as provided in 
§ 67.133(b), must be submitted to the 
National Vessel Documentation Cen-
ter. 

[CGD 95–014, 60 FR 31604, June 15, 1995] 

§ 67.131 Forfeited vessels. 

In addition to any other submissions 
required by this part, the owner of a 
forfeited vessel applying for a Certifi-
cate of Documentation for that vessel 
must submit the following: 

(a) Where the vessel has been ad-
judged forfeit, or the proceeds of the 
sale of the vessel have been adjudged 
forfeit to the Federal Government of 
the United States by a Federal District 
Court, a copy of the court order cer-
tified by an official of the court; 

(b) Where the vessel was forfeited to 
the Federal Government of the United 
States under an administrative for-
feiture action, an affidavit from an of-
ficer of the agency which performed 
the forfeiture who has personal knowl-
edge of the particulars of the vessel’s 
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